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I. 

HUI'AN, the beautiful hill State on The  mission to Hhutan \\,as untlcrtnlien i l l  

the north-east frontier of India, is a order to prescnt the illsignin of the I<.(:.I.I<. to 
tcvvcz ( I ~ i o ~ r ~ i t ( z  SO far as travellers of the 'l'ongsa l'enlol), the dc&rrtu ruler of I~hutan,  
the1)resentgel)eration areconcerned. and I was entrusted I)y the (;ove~.nment of 
'rhis land of entrancing beauty-of India \vith the presentation of tlie Older. I 

icwcappecl ranges and pine-covered vallcys- \\as accolnpanied by Rlajor 12ennit:k, of  tlie 
lies Ijet\voen Sikkim and a I-egion of \vil(-l Intelligence I>ranch, Rlr. Paul, late of the I.C.S., 
unknown tribes on the east. l 'hc  last occasion and all escort of the 40th l'nthans. 'l'he plioto. 
(previous to that which fornls the subject uf  his of the nien~bcrs of my first mission was talten at 
:~rticle) on which a Hritisll mission \ \as sent to lioltbi, a  lace situaled bet\seen Poonal<ha, tlie 
13hutnn was in 1863, \\hen RIr. rlsl~le): I'dcn, winter capital of 13Iiutan, and I',i:~gt)n, one of the: 
the officel- in charge, was clisl~atclied to deniand 'I'ongsa l'enlop's palaces. 'l'he ~nnt-liuts i l l  

reparation Tor certai~l outrages on the part of the tlic 0ackgl.ound \\.ere those ercctc,tl Tor' our 
l<hutanese. H e  was, Ilo\vever, sul)jt.t:ted to the followe~-s by the l'ongsn's peol)lc., \\.lie can I N ,  
grossest insults, and he and llis \vhole follo\ving seen in the clistancc. 
l~acl to return to India 
wit11 all sl)eed. 'l'\vo -- 

~ c a r s  Inter the 1311~1- I 
tancsc sur1)rised a 1 1. 

liritihll gal-rison at  ' 
I)c\vangiri - the spot I 

TI-om wl)icli tlic sccond 
o f  the ~nissions here 
tlcst~ril~ed started on b;., I 

.. ":: 8 d. its journey-and tlic r1 a i-8.41 Jk ?.-. 
1)ost had to I)e aban- I 

.'y ;ii 
* _*I donc:tl. i 4 ;,G 

Ilh~ltan is quitc un- !, 1. I - ' -. 
' i- 

I<no\vn to travellers, ( e:., : * ,t .. 
and nothing like cx- ,.. . , 

- - I . , ,  . * ' 4  
, ,.".;.$-*;, +" .-.9:q tcnsivecsl)loratio~~lnd . 

-' 

.d 

.,. . ..' ever I)ecn attempted . , <  _ , j  
* . * :  - 

u n t i l  last year. I n  tlic ':. ,. . , 

course of [lie missions, 
s o m e  i n c i d e n t s  of ; 

nnrl.ate, I<hutan \\.as 
first traversed from thc 
cxtrcme west to almost 
the fartl~c-st castctl-ly 
point,nnd thent.rosscd fl 
from tlic~~no\tsoutlicrl~ 
to thc most nortlic,rly 
point. 'I'he accoln- 
1):11iyin:: ~)hotogral)hs 
arc sc,lec.tetl from the 
o n l y  writ..; w1;ic.h has 
r.\c.r 1)c.c.n t3kt.n. 



As a large portion of the country to be 
travcrscd wus unkno\\.n, and as the viriations 
of climatc were \.cry great, the equipment of 
the mission required ~ i i i~ch  time and thought. 
, . I he questio~i of transport, also, was a serious 
one, and the large number of presents :ve had 
to take very n~uch increased the loads. 

No former nlission to Bhutan has been 
received there with anything but' hostility ( i f  
that of Captain 'Turner in 1783 is excepted), 
and I have alluded already to the fact that Mr. 
Eden's mission, which went up nearly fifty years 
ago, ended in disaster. We, however, were 
making our journey under happier auspices. 

l'he route chosen, after careful consideration, 
was that from Gantok, fifty miles north of 
l)arjeeling, over the Natu Pass into the Chumbi 
Valley, and thence zl i t i  the Ha Valley-the line 
taken by 1Ir. Eden's unfortunate nlission-to 
Poonakha, the winter capital. In entering 
Bhutan from the west and travelling to 
Poonakha, the whole of the watershed of the 
country had to be crossed, and every spur 
running down from the central Himalayan 
range had to be climbed, making marching 
clitlicult and slow, as no transport could be 
obtained except men. 

i\ start was made at seven one fine hIarch 
morning, but in less than an hour we found the 
roacls snow-covvred. In  the afternoon blizzards 
con~menced, and the miserable huts jn which we 
spent the first night were filled with drift-snow 
a n d  smoke, reducing us all to a condition of 
utter discomfort. The snow became very deep, 
and it sec~netl hopeless to expect to surn~ount. ' 

the Natu Pass (fourteen thousand seven hjindred 
feet), as there was not the slightest t*.of a 
track. The wind, too, was bitter-'so .cold, 
indeed, that sorne of my carriers who ha 
dispatched in advance with the luggag$ !:: 
frost-bitten, two poor fellows being k n d  dead 
on the srlnimit of the pass. Before & 'reached 
the top i t  took us three hours to do a mite and 
a half. 'I'he descent was equally haardous ; 
there was no sign of R road, but fortunately for 
11s we found a stretch of hard frozen snow, down 
which we slipped and slid in an  unusuay 'rapjd 
bshion. until we reache4 the limber-,in% Of 
our coolies about a third were show-blind and 
had to he led, and even Major Rennick, who 
had forgottenl~is snow-glas$es, was badly affectec, 
and had to be assisted into camp, being cluite- 
unable tc~ see. 

The next pass, into Hah, was not so difficdt,, 
and was crossed without any casualties. FrBtn 
then onwards to l'oonakha and Biagha no hard- 
ships were encountered, as the Tongsa Yenlop, 
with kindly foretl~ought, had had all the roads 
repaired, so that we were able to ride practically 

the whole way. Further, solicitous for our 
comfort, he had also seat a trusty steward to 
see to all our wants. 

l 'he scenery was of the most beautirul Alpine 
description ; firs and rhododendrons a0ounded 
on all sides, and through these the snow-capped 
peaks of the Himalayas appeared. The weather 
was glorious, and the flowers-especially the 
primroses, wild rose, and clematis - were 
exouisite. 

Our camps, which had all been prepared 
beforehand by the local magnates, were always 
well chosen and fenced in  to keep off intruders, 
not only in the shape of natives, but also cattle 
and goats, and on more than one occasion we 
found these fences to be of great advantage. 

At I'oonakha the mission was met t ~ y  the 
Deb Kaja, the spiritual ruler of the country, the 
Tongsa Penlop, and his officers of State, and 
was conducted to camp with great ceremony 
by dancing men belonging to two local chiefs, 
the Deb's band, and a number of gaily-capari- 
soned mules. The camp was pitched on a flat, 
open space of ground, just beyond the fort and 
palaces of l'oonakha, and newly planted wit11 

rows of young trees, as well as rhododendrons. 
Besides the tcnts, which had been brought up 
from India expressly for the mission, a very 
commodious mess-house of pine planks had 
been built for us, and so we were exceedingly 
comfortable. l'he photograph next reproduced 
shows that Poonakha is very picturesquely 
situated on a tongue of land between two large 
rivers. Both of these, by the way, swarmed 
with fish, and i t  was unlucky that none of the 
mission were fishermen. T h e  place was, i n  the 
old days' of bows and arrows, a strong and 
defensible fort. I t  is entered from east and 
\vest by two nlagnificent bridges, both of which 
can be seen in the picture. It is an astounding 
fact .that the principle of these bridges is  hat 
known to Europeans as the cantilever, and is 
identical with that of the Forth Bridge, although 
no Europezn engineer has ever :been in the 
country. 
;.This exquisite valley is broad and flat, well 

culticated and terraced. Poonokha is the winter 
capital and the residence '(luring the cold 
weather mciaths of the 1)urmnli and Deb linjas 
(the sacred. rulers), as well as of 'the 'Tongsa 
I'enlop (the temporal ruler) when he comes u p  
to transact business. The fort is immense, and 

,it needs to be, for when all the above-mentioned 
personages and their followers nre in residence 
it ha9 to *cornmodate some three thousand 
souls. - 

'l'he buildings comprise many temples and 
reception-rooms, and thrce large corlttynrds. 
7'he centre of the citadc.1 is a fine structure of 
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sonie seven storeys high, \\.it11 temples on every 
floor. 'l'hc roof is giltled, and [)resents a strik- 
ing sl)e(.tx"l. Unfol-tunntely the \vhole of 
these builtlings llave been destroyed on three 
occasions, twice by fire and once I)y floocl. 
This is a great calamity, as all the p~.iceless 
records were clestroyecl. 

At I'oonalthn the ceremony of presenting tlie 
Tongsa I'enlop \\lit11 the insignia of tlie l<.C.I.I<. 
took place. l'oonakha was chosen as tlie 
1)eb Raja and his Council were still living there. 
I t  was a most interesting ceremony, and a brief 
account of it must not be omitted. 

I t  rained lleavily in the early morning, but 
cleared up soon after 8 a m ,  hlr, l'aul, ut my 
request, went over to the palace early in order 
to inspect the hall and the arrangements that 
had been made by the Bhutanese, and to 
suggest any alterations that might seem neces- 
sary to suit the programme I wished to follow. 
On his return, learning that all was in readiness, 
Major Kennick and myself, i n  full uniform, pre- 
ceded hy an escort of sepoys nncl musicians, pro- 
reeded to the fort and were uslieretl into a large 
hall with n \vicle Onlcony. This was a fine, hand- 
some room, \\,it11 a double ro\v of pillars on either 
side, forming, as it were, two aisles, the c c ~ ~ t r e ,  
or nave, affording a wide space ope11 to the lofty 
roof, which was covered I)y a c:anopy of beauti- 
fully-eniI)roidc~-ctl (~'hincse silk. 'l'he space 
between the ~~ i l l a r s  \\.as hung \\tith rich silks, 
and I~ehind the 'l'ongsa 1'enlol)'s seat was dis- 
~)lnyecl a line en1l)roidered scroll. At the farther 

end was the high :~ltar, in front of which \\?as a 
raised dais cove~.cd wit11 cushions, on which sat 
the I)cb Raja (sacred ruler), attired in a rich 
yellow silk slole ovcr his monastic dress, and 
having on his left thc Abbot of the l'oonakha 
lanias in gorgeous canonicals. On the right 
hand was placed a row of four scarlet-co~vered 
chairs, for n~).self, Major Rennick, Mr. lJaul, 
and Subal~dar Jeliandad Khan, the oflicer of our 
escort, in front of each being a small table 
covered with fruit and other delicacies. Close 
behind us were drawn up my orderlies, with 
the presents. On the other side of the nave, 
facing , me, was a low dais, covered \\lit11 
magnificent cushions of the richest salmon- 
coloured brocade, on which sat Sir Ugyen 
IVang Chuk- the 'l'ongsa Penlop-dressed in 
a handsome robe of dark blue Chinese silk, 
embroidered in gold with the Chinese lucky 
character " 1;u.". Bclow him again were the 
chairs of the State dignitaries. In  the aisles 
were double or treble rows of lanlas, seated 
on \vhite carpets, while four flagellants, carrying 
brass-bound batons of office and forniidable 
double-thonged whips of rhinoceros Ilide, nvalked 
up and down between the rows to maintain 
order. 

After my party and the I~igher officers, who 
had risen on our approach, had taken their seats, 
there was a short pause for order and silence to 
be restored. I then rose, \vliile a short speech 
I had written out beforehand was read in 
Tihetan. I thought it advisable not to deliver 
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an English speech, as I foresaw tlie Hliutanese 
portion of the ceremony \vould be a lengthy 
one, and tny English would be quite unintel- 
ligible to tlie audience. At tlie conclusion of 
these opening remarks, which seemed to give 
general satisfaction, I stepped forward in front 
of the 1)eb Raja, with Alajor Kennick carrying 
the insignia and warrant on a purple cushion 
fringed with silver, ivliile the 'Tongsa Penlop 
advanced fro111 his side to meet me. \Vitli a 
few appropriate words I presented the insignia 
of the K.C.I.E. to Sir Ugyeti. 

hIajor Rennick and myself returned to our 
seats, while the Penlop, standing before the 
dais, returned thanks. Again advancing, I pre- 
sented the Penlop with a book of my photo- 
gnphs, a rifle, and a silver bowl filled with rice 
and other emblems of material prosperity, as a 
memorial of the day's ceremony. Finally, 
placing a white scarf in his hand, I offered him 
my congratulations. Major Kennick and the 
subalidar then offered scarves with their good 
wishes, and Mr. Paul, as an old friend of niore 
than thirty years' standing, did likewise. 'This 
ended our portion of the ceremony. .After this 
Sir Ugyen \Vang Chuk turned to the I)eb Raja 
and made his obeisance. The Deb, as spiritual 
head of the Bhutanese Church, gave Sir Ugyen 
his canonical blessing, and placed three scarves 
round his neck. After receiving tlie blessing of 
the Abbot, the l'ongsa I'enlop then reseated 
himself. Now began an almost interminable 
pr3cession of lamas, officials, and retainers, 
each bringing scarves sad presents, until the 
I'enlop was altnost smothered with scarves, 
while the whole nave from end to end gradually 
became piled up with heaps of tea, silk, woollen, 
and cotton fabrics of all colours and values, with 
little bags of gold-dust and rupees appearrng on 
the top. As each present was placed on the 
floor, the name of the donor was called out by 
the chief steward. I have no means of judging 
the number of donors, but shoi~ld think there 
were not fewer than two hundred. It was 
amusing to watch the tlourishes some of these 

0 

people gave when they dun~ped their presents 
with a bang on the floor and whipped out their 
scarves to theii full length. At last, however, 
these congratulations came to an end, and tea 
and refreshments were offered to all who were 
seated, including the lamas in the aisles. At 
each course the lamas intoned a sort of grace. 

\Vhen all had eaten and drunk, betel and pan 
were distributed. Before the comniencement of 
the feast a large cauldron of native beer was 
placed at the end of the dais. A gorgeous 
official carrying a bowl or ladle then mixed the 
wine three times, and holding up the wine in 
one hand raised the other in prayer. This was 

repeated three times, and he then advanced ~ v i t h  
the ladle f~111 to the Deb Raja, who blessed it, 
and i t  was nest taken to the 'Tongsa, upon ~ 1 1 0 s ~  

hands a portion was poured. This ceremony 
was repeated to myself. 'Tile remainder of the 
wine wns then poured into n cauldron and 
rcmoved. A wooden spear wit11 a piece of red 
cloth and a wllite silk scarf fastened to tlie base 
of the head was nest taken to tlie Deb, blessed, 
and finally waved over tlie Tongsa, who 
reverently touclled the end. 1"inally a short 
prayer, led by the Deb; was intoned, and the 
proceedings ended. 

Sir Ugyen Clluk is the actual ruler of Bhutan, 
although the State is in reality a lama kingdom, 
with the I>urniah Raja (tlie incarnate sacred 
chief) as head, and the Deb Rajg. as secretary. 
\Vhile we were in the country, ho\vever, the 
Deb Raja was acting as Durmal~ Kajn, the latter 
having died a few months previously, and, as his 
spirit is not supposed to reqppear on earth for 
three years, tlie I.)urmah Rajash~p was in abey- 
ance. 'I'he 1)urmah and Deb Rajas, however, 
attend principally to spiritual matters, and are 
both lamas. As they must have someone to 
look after the temporal wants of the people, the 
Tongsa Penlop has acted as temporal ruler for 
many years. -Owing to his very great personal 
influence and strength of character, he has 
knitted together and consolidated the different 
factions, which used i n  former days to make war 
on each other's Drollertv. , a ,  

Travelling through the country one was con- 
stantly brought into immediate touch with a 
condition similar to that at one time existing on 
the borderland between Scotland and England, 
and i t  was very interesting to listen to the 
stories of fighting, victories, and defeats, and to 
see the places where these historic events had 
taken place. 'The Tongsa Penlop has, however, 
entirely changed the situation, and for the last 
nineteen years the sword has not been drawn in 
Bhutan in internecine strife. This has naturally 
been a great benefit to the country, which has 
prospered materially during this period of peace. 
I hope that Sir Ugyen may live for many years, 
so as to carry on the ercellent work he has 
begun and see the fulfilment of many of his 
schemes for tlie country. He  is in  every respect 
the good fellow he looks in his por~rait. He is 
there shown wearing his State robe of yellow 
silk with a gold-embroidered headdress. On  his 
will be seen a number of Buddhist characters, 
while it is also decorated with four skulls and is 
surmounted by a stuffed bird's head. Sir Ugyen, 
who is forty-five years old, married a beauliful wife, 
to whom he was milch attached, but shc died 
young, and he has not married again. She left 
him two dartghtrrs only, wllo nlanagr tl~c. whole 



o u  ~ ; ~ ~ - g c  cstablishnlcnL, cloi~lg the \vorlc most silver \vcrc hllo\vn LIS, \vllicll su~-~)asscd ;u~ l . t l~ i~ r ;  
~I~orou51~ly, and keepi~lg nn.atchful eye on I have seen even i l l  1,hassa. 
cverytlllng. I must say they managed e l -  Close to Sir Ugyen's castle at Lliagha lives 
trcnlely  \veil. Sir U::),en is a man of escep- his sister, who is, like her brother, a personage 
[iollal nbility-st~,ong, just, nncl \\it11 the \rr lh~rc of strong character. Nothing \\~oulel satisfy her 
of the State entirely at but that we xlro~~ld 
-. 

heart. Out of chaos he 
11 a s  r o ~ ~ s o l i d a t e d  
Bl~utan into n well- 
governed :und ~)o\~~erfrll 
State. 

As in the old fel~clal 
(lays, his castles are 
surrounded by dellen- 
dents and everything 
is ~llade within tllcir 
p rec inc t s .  I n  h is  
palaces there are Iargc. 
weaving schools, in 
which cotlons. wool- 
lens, and silks are 
\\.oven into servicea1)le 
and bear~tiful cloths. 
'I'hese schools are en- 
tirely supervised I)y his 
daughters, and in them 
only  \ \omen  work.  
r .  I here art: \vorltsliol,s 
\\hich turn out nroht 
esccllent s\vorcls, \vcll 
tc.rnpc.1-ed ancl beauti- 
fu l l y  ~>olishc.d, ancl a 
c c r t n i ~ l  n u m l ~ e r  of 
matchlocks arc ;~lxo 
~)roducccl. l 'hc  coun- 
t r y  also 1)ossesscs for~n- 
clrirs, \vllic.h mnnul;lc.- 
turcs I)clls ~~~lsurpassetl  
i~ny\vh(~~-e for to~;e ant1 
finisll. '1'11(~.;c bells arc. 
first nlotl(,llctl in n.n\-, 
\rhic.l) is c~ovcrctl vc)~.y  
(xr(.sft~lly \vitIl a niil 
t ~ ~ r c  of (,lay, pou~ltlctl 

move do\vn tllc \.i~llc!, 
and stay wit11 her for 
some days. 

She l~itched a cnml) 
for us close to Ilcr 
house in it I~cai~tif i~l  
grove of \villo\vs, nncl  
entertained us Irlo~L 
royally. :\cc.orcling t o  
the custo~n of ~ I I ( ,  
country, she ancl 1lt.1- 

daughters perso~lnlly 
\raited on  us \v l~c~ j -  
ever we \\.ere nctunll!- 
in her own house ; 1 ) u ~  
011 one or two occn- 
sions these Iadics 1ve1.c. 
induced to sit tlv\v~) 
at my caml), \vhere n 
ICi~rol~cui cli1111(:r \\-;IS 

served -a novclty to 
them all. Her son is 
married to the 'I'ong.;~ 
l'enlop's eldest tlal~gh- 
tcr, ;~ncl tl1t.y I1al.e :I 

boy \vho \\.ill st~cceccl 
his grn~~dfi~thcl.. I-Ic 
is a jolly little c , l ~ n [ ) .  
and if Ilc slio\vs ally oC 
the g o d  qualities of 
h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  o r  
ot1lc.r relations, he \\.ill 
n~al;' a good huc.c.essor 
to tllc 11rcsent 'L'on~sa. 

'I'hccnstlesol T3liutan 
arc \vcll-l)uilt ancl nus- 

c.hnrconl. ant1 str;l\v. l , .~,  , ( I  ]  I ( l  , , , , u t , >  !  I ]  I , I , i  I l l <  # ,>,>,\,, I . I > L , , ~ , I .  ' r h c v  a r c  c o n -  
'l 'his c .onl l )o l~~l i l  is 
nlln\vc(l to dry vc.1.y slc)\~ly, :1!1(l I Y I I C I I  L I I O I ~ ~ I ~ I I I J  
tll.!, thc W:IX is mcxltc.tl or~t  ; t l ~ t l  thc nlot~lcl i h  

reirtly 1;)r rcc~eiving thc: met;ll, \vIlic.li c.onzist.i (11. 

c . ~ l ) [ ) ~ r ,  silvc~., t i l l ,  nnri a l i ~ t l c -  goltl. 'l'lx, 
'I'ongsa's silvc~rs~niths a n d  goltl\vol-Itcl-s t111.n out 
\\ark nrl~ic.l~ it \vould I ) ( %  tliiti(.[~ll to I)c;,l. S o m c  
v('I.). c~rc~c~llcnt carving in ~vootl i.; ;~lso csc~-l~tc*tl, 
ant1 ~ I I ( * I - ( .  :~r ( .  f;~c.torics for ~ [ ~ n [ ) o \ v t l c ~ ~ - - m n l i i n g ,  
\vlric. lr  is, Iio\vctv~~r, 110t  'manu r;~c.tu~.~.tl 0 1 1  ;I I : I I - ~ C >  
scale, a~lt l  is, nlorcovc'r, of all cltrcmely 1)nt l  
clui~lity. 

I ) ~ I I . ~ I I ~  tllc. st;ly of nl). ~l)is.;in~l some very 
I ~ ~ , : I I I I ~ ~ \ I I  ~,\;111ipIc, of tral)o15 111 ~-nlq)t r n11(1 

str~~c.tc(l of stnnc. wit11 
1 , 1 1 0 1  I I I O ~ I \ I ~  t l ~ i ( , l z  \v:~lls, \vllile evc1.J. I X I ~ ~ I I - ~ ~  

I ( , ; I ~ I I I N *  of 11)c ~ I - O L I I K I  is ~1sct1 to t l ~ c  best 
ntl\.n~itngc,. ' 1 ' 1 1 1 5  fact thnl thcy ha\-e I)oc~i 
neldc.cl to 11.0111 ti~ilc to tinle acids inl~~lcnsc,l\- 
lo tllcir 1)ic-turcscluencss ant1 intc.~.cst. 'l'llc 
rollo\vi~lg ~)lio~ogr:ll)ll sho\vs a beautifr~l c ~ u r t -  
),art1 in the palncc at I:i;lghn, \vhcrc t l ~  'l'o~igsa 
was living \rhen lie stal-tctl to nject me. I n  
sonle rc%sl)cc.ts t l~ is  coi~rtyilrcl is not altogvthcr 
unlike that of an old English inn. l'hc tro~~gli.; 
i l l  the fo~.cg~.ountl ;\re for leeding the a n i ~ ~ ~ n l s ,  
and c-lr;l\vn at the hack (,an be seen tllc. 
' I ' I I I ~ ~ ~ : I ' s  band, I\-liicll has just escorl(,tl u s  I O  

.- 



the pnl:u e. 'I'll(* pr~v.~tc  liouics of t l ~ r  I!liut,lnc~sc 
. ~ r c  al>o Lery lint,, , ~ n d  conta111 .I 1,11xc 
aniount of d t c o ~ . ~ t ~ v e  nootlnork. V n l ~ l < ~ .  the. 
1011;2, or I astles, tllcy arcr generally Itu~lt 111 n 
5clua1-I, with a c~tndel In the c ~ n t l c .  'Uht:%c 
\,lr! c~onsitlelal)ly, accord~ng to tlie 1)osltlon ant1 
weLtlth of thc occupant. '1'11~ ~ n t c ~ l o r s  of thc 
princ.il)al rooms ale usually dec,ornted with 
swords, sl)enrq, ~natchlocks, sh~rlcls of rhinoc cros 
h~clc, ancl sornctlmc,i a few niotlcrn rifles. 

A\niongst the followc~s of Sir Ugycn was a 
jut131 olcl ~net l ic~nc man or doctor, of nhoni I 
took n snn[) shot. H e  was nl\rays ul) in our 
r Imp, nntl sliowetl yr~aat ~ n t c l c d  In r,vcr)th~ng 
1Ie was all ea51ly ~rlrai ,  tl . lnil  qor)(l t ~ . r n l ) t . ~ c . ~ l  

old gent le~i l~~n.  On tile 
neht page he is see11 b l ~ \ ~ .  
I I ; ~  a tri~mpet made fronl 
n human thigh - bone 
and beating on a drull, 
formed out of a human 
slcull ! 

The  scenery in Bhutan 
is magnificent through- 
out, and I am sorry that 
Iny pen cnlinot do justice 
lo i t ;  b i ~ t  suffice i t  to say 
that wliile i l l  the upper 
valleys i t  is of the most 
I)eautirul Alpine descrip- 
tion, at lower levels tli: 

densest trop~cnl vegetn- 
tion abounds. As the 
a l t ~ t u d e  o f  B h u t a n  
nscends from a few hun- 
dred feet above meall 
sca-level to twenty -five 
thousand feet, the varia- 
t ~ o n  of scenery can be 
i m a g i n e d .  Another  
~) l lo tog~ nph we re l )~  oducc 
depicts one of the upper 
reaclies of the 'l'chin Cho 
\'alley, where tllc nioun- 
tnins on either side to\\rer 
up into imn~ense preci- 
1)1(.es of limc5tone. At 
many points in this valley 
tlie sc-cnery equals, if  i t  
tloes not cxccl, that of 
the f an ious  J 'osemile 
I'nllcv in i\mcric.n. The 
~ o , ~ d s  here had I)cconlu 
I)ncl, : ~ n d  ~t will bc seen 
rllat mules hat1 Iwen 
nl)ando~icd for yaks ; in 
the l )ho toa~~p l i  n ~iieln 

I  \ I  I 1  \ 
- .  

I~c r  of the party is seen 
ns t~  ide one of these queer 

nni~rlal\ 0 1 1  tht sc yaks \ ,e  travelled (lie rest 
of tllc \yay, obcr 1)1 ~ r c s  where it woultl h a w  Iwen 
inir)ossil~lc. to cml)loy evcn a mule, whit 11 is 
g c n ~ r ~ l l y  ~ r c  (*[)tc(l as one of tlie s ~ ~ r e s t  fr~otc~d of 
ri~liny nniln:~ls. 'I'hc yak is slow, but I llave 
~ ie \ ( ' t  I , I ~ O \ V I I  one, excel)t on a single occa~ioll, 
to m ~ s s  ~ t s  footing 

1 1 4  \v? got Iiigher up into tlie hills, into thc 
abode of thi. y,lk, black y,d, h n ~ r  tents werc 
provided for our followers. 'I'hese trnts \ m e  
c.xc.ellent, hut  very hravy ; n matter, Iio\vc~v?I', 
\\.hi(+ does not much colicrln the 12li11t.1nc~se, 
\vlio only move short d~slanc-(5s in o~t lcr  to 
( l i . ~ ~ i q ( ~  thcir g1a7ing grountl ant1 I~avo nl~untlnnt 
I I I \ ~ I I I I '  O ~ i t *  of tlic ~ ~ l l o t o g l a ~ ~ l ~ \  5llo\rs 111~  



:I I I I V ~ ~ I I <  : i ~ i ( l  l)i(,t\11-~,\1111c 
I 'l'11c.s' \vilcl nncl stt~l-cly 
mcli, \\.it11 lllc I ~ I , I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ( ~ I ~ ~  
hills for n I~nc.kgrot~~ld,  li)rnlc~l 
n ~)i~,lul.c\ no1 cnsily f'orgollcn. 
' I ' l i c . i ~ -  c t . c n i 1 1 ~  mcnl consistctl 
of :I guo(1 s;)rll? \v i t l i  1)lenty 
of nlc.;ll ill il, l)a~-chc.tl 1):lrlc.y 
flour, :r~ltl t c n - ~  n v c ~ y  goocl 
( l i ~ ~ l ~ ( , r  h ~ r  mo<t ~)eol)lc,. 'l 'hr 
nlc.11 n1.c. lnntl(: l o  sit in line.;, 
\\.ill1 suliicic,~il spare I~c.t\vc,cn 
cnc.11 ro\v for tllc. c-001;s to  
[)ass \v i l l i  thc vc.sscls fro111 
whir11 t1lc.y Indlv o r ~ t  tlic (.on 
I r . 1 1 1 ~  into tht: rnc ,~~ ' s  (,ups, 
? Y  - 1  1 1 

,\ ,c, \,. ,;i , 11,. 1 ,  I,,, c,,, \ ,,I , r ,  , . . , , < I  \\ ,*,. 1 ,,I., n u ,  ,,,,,< -. ,.,\,, 1 "  ,' ,X , 1 1 1 .  

~ ) ~ r l i o n .  1<:1(~1i I I I ~ I ~  11as his I,,,~~,, ,, / - / I , ~ / ~ ~ .  

\ ' % # I   ti^, 29, 



r I t i  I I 1 1  I  it t r ~ n , ~ t t . l ~ ,  in ~ l i c .  I I I U I I L I ~  o f  J u : ~  he  atc sollie 
\ k ~  l ~ ~ t c 1 1 1  ~ l le  Sntura l  I l ~ \ t o ~ y  sci tion or  ncon~te ,  ancl tlic-tl in a few hour\. This was n 
t ! l t .  Ii11tl.h \l11s ,11111 1 I I I  \ Srcat lo\., a<; Irc. would hnvc bccn a n  acquisition 
I I I I ~  t I t y  I 1 o 1  ' I ,  to the Zoo, \ \ l l i i  11 has never ycht possessed n 
,711~1 I cull t:rkin. 'I'his lare 

r ~ l . ~ i n c ~ l  f l  ) r  qol-ne 
~ i l ( t ~ i t l i -  i l l  per- 
lcl t Ilc.,lltll, thl. 
l o n x  s t a y  111 

[ I  111 l ) i  I W I I ~ ~  

and rcnlarltnl)le 
beast is seen in 
my next 1)hoto- 
gmpl: - tllo first 
cvcr talten of 
t h e  a n i m a l .  
~ \ l  thougli Ileads 
~vitli a skill h n ~ e  
I tee 11 1)rocured 
Irotli th(t hills 
tI1roi1;h ~Issam,  
the  Iial)it,lt ot 
the  takin \vns 11ot 
known till our 
m i s s i o n  \ \ ' c ~ l l  
into I4li~ttnn. 



Across Unknown Bhutan. 
R v  J. CI..\L~I)E \\.HITE, C.I.E., BRITISH POI~ITICAL AGENT AT SIKKIN.  

An authoritative account of two important missions to the unknown State of Bhutan, to the 
north-east of India, in which the country was traversed in two directions - - a  joufi~ey never 
before attempted in modern times. The narrative is illustrated by thc author's own photographs, 

the only collection ever brought out from Bhutan. 

NE of the chief peculiarities which 
strike the traveller in Bhulan is the 
great number of monasteries ; in all 
the Inore populous valleys they are 
perched in  every commanding posi- 

lion on each side of the valley, hlany of them 
are very fine builclings, especially those belong- 
ing to the (;overnnierlt, such as 'I'nssitseudon, 
~ 'nro,  I'ollakhn, and ( ;uru T,llaknl~g. 'I'heir size 
is somctimcs imniensc, the monastery of 'I'nssit- 
seuclon rncnsuri~ig a hunclrecl and i\\etlty feet 

offerings in front of the altars. One pair we 
saw was found to measure eight feet six inches 
-a good size for any Indian tusk. They were 
curiously carved, but not very massive. The 
large images in these temples are generally made 
of plaster-gilt, the small ones being of copper or 
brass. 

'I'he photograph here reprodr~ced depicts the 
high altar in the very sacred monastery of the 
( ; U ~ L I  T,hakang, near the 'L'ongsa's house at 
1:iagha. I t  is here that the revered (;uru rested 
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square. The grountl-plans of all these institutio~is 
are very similar, either square or ohlong, and 
their interior decoration is in many instances 
very fine. 'I'he wooden pillars are covered with 
beaten and eml~ossed silver and copper, of fine 
workmanship, and the altar decorations and 
vessels, also of silver and copper, are well 
designed. A feature in every monastery is the 
number of elephant tusks, which al-e placcd as 

on his way through P,liutan, and left an im- 
pression of his charnl-box against the rock 
whereon he sat. Around this hallowcd spot a 
temple has been built, outside which is a fine 
specimen of a pine tree. 'I'hc legend runs that 
this tree was originally a stick belonging to the 
Guru. On visiting the site of this monastery 
he thrust his stick into the ground, and it 
miraculously took root ant1 flourished. 



As nlay he iaingined in a countly l~ l te  
Bhutan, \vh~cli has I I ~ I I I  tllc l w g ~ n n ~ n g  I~ccn 
luled by p~lests, tllc Inm,ls 1)1,v a \el). great 
pal[ in the adniin~qtr,lL~on of affLu~s. l'hc I,lnd 
1s to a g~eat  ektent l ) ~ ~ e s t - ~ ~ d d c n ,  and ~t is 
very difficult to t u ~ n  any nay w~tliout seeing a 
monastery. A11 the best s~ tes  are occul,lecl I)y 
~eligious institutions, evely v~llage 1iav11ig one, 
and often two, and the consequence is that the 
~jopulation is de- 
creasing, for the 
lnmas are literally 
eatlne u11 tlie\\liole I " .  
country, and those 
wl~o are not lamas 
have a h a ~ d  time 
of it. The people 
ha\e to feed and 
clothe the lamas, 
and it is not d~ffi- 
cult to ilnaglne 
what \\111 be the 
result before long 
-eitlie~ the Iani,i\ 
must c u ~  tall thc.~r 
number5 or \tnr\e, 
f o ~  the ~en~a in ing  
populat~on w11l not 
Ije able to keep 
tlienl. .ll~cady the 
whole of thc su11- 
s~tly recei~ cd i ~ o n i  
tlic l n d ~ a n  Go- 
lclnlncnt is ,lb- 
sol bed in support- 
ing the PI ~esthood ; 
and evtn ~ v ~ t l i  that, 
I an] toltl, 1t IS 

found c\r cscdingly 
tl~fficr~lt to kcep 
tll~ngs :;:loinq. 

'I h (, " S a c r e d  
(;o\e~ limcnt " con- 

officially ant1 1)11valcly, :111cl I I ( ~  \ \as I c~ y l)I(,.~wcl 
to s ~ t  ancl 115ten Lo all \ \e had to s.l\, I)ring 
~ x u ~ ~ c u l n ~ l y  intel-es1c.d In th(. p~c~par ,~t lons  to1 
t ak~ng  111s photog~al) l~ .  

As we approached tlie higher northern ranges 
of Bhutan the scenery. bccanlc glandel and 
grander. 'I'he peaks in the range of sumni i~s  
along the whole length of Rliutan riw to a 
height of from twenty to twenty-five thousand 

feet. ' I  he southel n 

1 slo1)es ale clothecl 
in fo~cst  up  to 
foul teen thousnntl 
feet, I ~ u t  cvcnal)o\-e 
this there is an 
irnpenet~nl)le mass 
of I hodocle~iclrons 
for anutlicr thou- 
sancl feet. i l bo \e  
this, as high as 
eighteen thousand 
feet, the ground is 
clothed \v~th luhuri- 
a n t  g r a s s  a n d  
flo\vcr5 of e\cly 
clesc I iption. He- 
yond 1s a dewla- 
t i on  of r o c k s ,  
glncic~s, and s ~ ~ o \ v .  
'I'he n o r t l i e r n  
slol~es nle much 
nlole I)n~ren, ancl 
on the othci sidc 
of the 1101 clcr there 
i\ lla~dly anyth~ng 
in the shape of 
tlees. 'l'his 1s ac 
counted for p:u tly 
by tlie elevation 
ancl pmtly by the 
want of water, the 
i n n e l  I a n g e  of 
mountallis almost 

SiStS a ])ul.nlal, T F I E  UEI', l<A!A, O N E  OF Till: T I Y O  ~ ' I R I ~ I U A I .  l : ~ ~ l . E l ~ %  ill: 1 l I l ~ ' T A N - I I E  !\'AS 
~ L ~ I I V  h ~ u c l l  ~ N ~ P I I C ~ T ~ I ,  IN I l , \ v l s , .  1115 I ~ I ~ O ~ I O ~ . ~ : I \ ~ , ~ ~  T A K E N .  stol)ping the ~ n o n -  

l i a j n ,  \vho is su1)- i'~.,~,,, n P/ ,O~,>.  soon currcnts from 
l)i)svd to be an in- the soutll. 
c~arnntion or tlic Shnl,ding liiml-mchi (the first 'I'lie third photograph slio\vs n small fort, Singlii 
I:lma to cxnter I < l ~ r ~ t a ~ t ) .  I-I<, is assistctl 1)). the Jong, the Ia5t on tlic I3hutnn siclc before rcacll- 
I ) ( ' I >  linjn, \vllo ~lectl not ncccssnrily I,e a priest. i n s  tlic actual I~ountlnry, \vliicl~ is sho\vn i n  the 
' 1 ' 1 ~  1)rcsccnt I)cl, is n  rich^, and as such is foul-tli sna1)-shot at  the point marked with 
n(:(illg for ~ l i c  1)ul.rnali linja, \vho died in 1oo3, rsoss. On ncxring tlic ironties tile tl-:rcks 
: ~ n t l  lvhosc sl)i~-it does not again apl)ear o n  earth I,ecnnie very bad, and on this ~)articr~lal. road-- 
for three years after his clcatli. 

r .  
sa\.e the niarli !--no animals could l)e taken on 

1 hc scrond ~>liotogl-apli slio\vs tlic I)cl, sitting account of the depth of the snow and the 
in his own room w i ~ h  Iiis holy vessels 1)eCore danger of their slipping into crevasses on the 
him. tic is a man oC kindly dis~>osition, hillside., wliere a considerable glacier had to be 
cntircly givcn U P  to spiritual works ; in fact, he crossc.d. 
1)onsts that lie k n o w s  nokhing of wol-Idly l 'he  blaze of the slln on the glacier and snow, 
matters. \\'c visitcd I~iln wlicn ill I:huLan, b o ~ h  coml)incd with tllr clout1 nntl mist, forms often 



and conducted us 011 a 
four or five days' march 
to the Lhakang hronas- 
tcry,. where a great re- 
ceptloti had been pre- 
pared for us. 

A n  invi tat ion had 
previously been sent 
while we were in Poo- 
nakha, asking us to visit 
this monastery, where the 
incarnate lama happens to 
be the l'ongsa's nephew, 

T h e  second photo- 
graph on the next page 
shows this young lantn 
in  his richly - brocaded 
cerentonial robes, wirh 
his nlonlts on either side. 
He was a jolly liltle 
fellow, and showed a 
good deal of curiosity 
about our tents and the 
ccluipage ge~~erally. 

As we approached the 
monastery we were met 
solrle miles clown the 
\alley lly a deputation of 
lnnlas and villajie~s, \vho 
offered plesents o f  licluor 
and fruit. 

Farther on a larger 
deputation appeared with 
siniilar o f fe r ings ,  and 
close to the n16nnstery 
itself were drawn up the 
lnnias a n d  l a y m e n ,  
'l'liese conducted us to a 
spot in front of thc 
monastery where a camp 
had been prepared for 
us in a beautiful grove 
of willows, with green 
grass and watercoursct;. 
'I'o appreciate our feel- 
inrrs on beholdinrr this 

8 ,  " 
A FUN 1 IN lltE i\lrJbh rAlh5.  ["h'*s oasis, it must be remenl- 

bered that we had hccn 
tlre most weird erluc'ts. I n  the mornings and travelling up a I,arrcn, stony, sandy vallop, will1 
evenings these rlisplays of glotring colours arc a scnrchi~lg ~ L I I I  and cold \~ind.  'l'lle contrast 
verv l~~aut iful ,  as [hc usually colcl-loolting snows wac the greatest relief. 
arc Ilt up  s v ~ t l l  esrlu~sitc rosy tints. Here we found tents pitched, each i n  its own 

On (rossing thc pass slinwn in the view on enclosure of vvillo~~-s, and a great repast r)f tlried 
tlic next p g o  "Sil~ct was entered, arid when we fruits and sweetmeats, walnuts, etc., had Ixcli 
had tlrsr.cntled a Iuw thousand feet the 'Tibetan prepared. N e  werc glad to sit dowt~ and 
oficials met the party with riding and pack enjoy the cool and ease of this beautiful camp 
saks, mules and coolies, and escorted us down after the long, weary march, 'The next da)l 
to thc 1-hakang Fort. deputations of 1)oth lamas and laymen came lip 

Elere our rrld friend the 'l'ongsa again 111et us to pay  heir respects from the neigtlbouring 



fort of 'l'u\\fa. Altcr they 
l1;ld lclt the Innlas again 
clrlcrgctl I~.onl Llle Inonas- 
tcry arlcl n\licel us to go 
Ix~clt \vi t l l  tllcnl to i11spcc.t 
their I~uilclings ancl \\.it- 
ness n sl)cci:ll [unction 
\vllich hatl been ~ r ~ n ~ l i ~ c c l  
i l l  o u r  l i o n o u r .  ' l ' l ~ i s  
po\..cd to I I ~  a 1.11lin clancc 
ancl was very rcrn:~rknl)lc~, 
tllc nlosl  w e i r d  a n d  
Ilorril)le - lookin? mnslts. 

much the same. iZ re\\. 
~A\I~:IS,  \\-ill1 cy11111;1ls, 11-LIIII- 
pets, and drunls, sat 011 

one  si(le of  thc ctrur-tynrcl, 
a n d  ; ~ l ~ c r  n ~)l-cli~llinary 
nncl \ . c r y   disco^-clnnt 
tuning - 1111 ~ l l e  dnnc,crs 
tlien~scl\.cs a l~l~cnrccl  cram 
one  oT tllc c.nlranc.cs, nncl 
rornlccl t l ~ c ~ l ~ s c l v e s  i l i ~ o  n 
cil.cle. '1'llc.y Lhen g)!.nlccl 
round nncl rouncl In a 
hca\,y, though pl.obal~ly 

n l l t l  dc\  ils, I~cing \vol.n 11y 
Ihc ~wrfor~nc .~s .  

'I'llc lnasl;s, \vhile some- 
lill1c.s lll:lclc of 11:1~1icr 

e 
111;1c'hi., arc: gc.nc.l-nlly 
( X ~ V C ~ I  r rO l l l  tilc \ Y ~ ) O ( I  OF 

:I gi:111t c.~.ccl)cr \vllic.l1 
~ r o \ r s  in 1:hu1;111 nl ;In 
(,lcvntion o f  six tllo~rsnncl 
f(c.t. 'I'l)c.)- I~nvc  lo be 
c.1~vctl \v l l i l ( ,  L I I C  \vootl is 
K[(,(,ll, ~ \ l l ( I  ;\re ;lf(rl-\~:lr(ls 
1I:li 11 i l l  l ) r i l l i ; ~ ~ ~ t  
c~olou~!i. 

I\ nt~rnl~c\r of smnllcr 
~ ~ I I ( . ( , s  \\'CTC: S O  \)CT- .TI~R "IN,-~,T?NATE 1 . A h l ~ "  DT; TI1E L H A K A W G  MONAS- 

f ~ l r l l l , , c ~ ,  \ , , ~ ~ i ( ~ ] ~ ,  to t l , ( !  L l l l -  
~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ - ~ l , ~ l l ~ l ~ l ~ ~ l l  A l l l ~ ~ l ~  l ~ l ( ; ~ l ' l f ~ l ~ v ~  A """ 

~ ! , , y  , \ b l )  A " ,< ) I  I \' 1.1 1 ll.l< 1 1'1 !.tl!v. 

~ I ~ I I I : I I , ~ I ,  : I I I  :11)11carc(I V ( T Y  I ,.,,,!, ,, i11,,3/0. 

c1nnc.c~ continue for clays, 

formers rt ' lur~letl  to  ~ h c  
d~.cssing-roonl, to allL)c;u 
again i l l  dilfcrent masks 
a n d  clifferent sillts. 

Seen in tlle native sur- 
rounclings the sl,ect;~c.lc 
was estrt .~nely intcl-esting 
a n d  1 ) i c t u r e s c l u e .  'I'hc 
r n o v e n l c ~ ~ t s  are  sylllljolic 
of certain episodes either 
in  the liic of H11dclIl:t or 
some other sacred subject, 
bu l  they a re  not to 11nll 
on  tlic E u r o p e n ~ ~  spectntor. 
ATtt.1. the dancc  \vc were-  





ACROSS UNKNO\VN BHUTAN, 

taken to the monastery for refreshments before 
returning to our comfortable camp. 

As is always the case in Tibet, the place 
swarmed with beggars, but those at  Lhakang 
were perhaps a little more picturesque than 
most, and I think not quite so dirty. T h e  goat- 
skins in which they were clad gave them a 
peculiar and unusual appearance. 

Before concluding this short account of our 
travels I must devote a few lines to the pests 

valleys, leeches are bad, but not nearly so bad 
as it; Sikkim. 

For beautiful and varied scenery Bhutan is 
difficult to beat. l ' he  architecture of the prin- 
cipal bu i ld in~s  is grand, and the people most 
interesting. ?here is an  immense variety of 
races, those on the north-east comillg directly 
fro111 Tibet, from Sakya and Ralung. I t  is 
difficult to say, however, whence those in the 
eastern \.alleys emanate, but they are not of 

that infest the country. On reaching the root 
of the hills horsc-flies literally buzzed round in 
swarnls, and,we found i t  impossible Lo halt even 
for a moment. 'They not only settled on the 
mules and elephants, but even on us ; the poor 
animals' sides were soon bleeding profusely 
-especially those o f  the elephants - while 
we ourselves were driven nearly frantic. 
Higher up the pipsa fly is very aggravating, 
and leaves n very nasty sore if one IS careless 
alld allows oneself to scratch the bite, which 
I t  is difficult to avoid doing. Then, on 
entering the grass - covered hills, the ticks 
are a scourge - here the dogs had to be 
examined every ln~ le  or two and the insects 
taken off in scores. 'I'here are more of these 
creatures in Rhutal1 than in any other part of the 
entire Himalayas. Higher up still, in the dam1) 

'Tibetan origin ancl they do not speak Tibetan. 
'They probably come from A s s m ~  or the hills to 
the east of Bhutan, and the dialects spoken by 
them vary to a very co~lsiderable extent, even 
in the same valleys. Their custonls are also 
diflerent. The  old legends I heard, nloreover, 
tell of ancient kings of great \~,ealth and power 
inhabiting many of the valleys, and evidently 
having solne connection with the plains. 

Bhutan is a country with every imaginable 
climate from tropical to Arctic, with moist lands 
watered by torrential rains in the south, ~ I I J  dry, 
arid plains in the north. I t  has, as I have 
shown, a very heterogeneor~s population, and it 
speaks well for the 'I'ongsa's strength of charac- 
ter that he has acquired such a hold over the 
people, and turned the country from a land of 
continual war to one of peace. 
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